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be extradited from Italy, if he has succeeded In escaping thither.
This restriction does not, of course, affect any remedy which his own
State may have against a national in respect of his crimes committed
in the United Kingdom. There is one exception to the category of
crimes in respect of which extradition proceedings may be brought
under the treaties. No person accused of a purely political offence
can be extradited. It is not, however, easy to define a purely political
offence—The Queen v. Castioni, [1891] 1 QJB. 149; The Queen v.
Meunier, [1894] 2 Q.B. 415—for such an offence may, or may not,
involve violence; and if it is a crime of violence, it may be political
on the ground of being incidental to a political disturbance, in which
case extradition will not be ordered by the English courts, or com-
mitted merely to satisfy private vengeance, as with an isolated act
of bomb-throwing by an anarchist. In the latter case the offender is
not permitted to shield himself behind the exception. If the requisi-
tion for surrender has in fact been made with a view to a prosecution
of a political character, although based on a non-political criminal
charge, such as larceny or aggravated assault, the court must refuse
the requisition: The Queen v. Governor of Brixton Prison, ex parte
Kokzynski, [1955] 2. WX.R. 116.
The process for securing the extradition of an offender who has Procedure,
escaped to this country is as follows: the diplomatic representative
of the country desiring extradition of a fugitive offender makes a
request to the Foreign Office for his arrest, sending at the same time
evidence on which the charge is based, or, if the person has already
been convicted in the country where he committed the crime,
evidence of his conviction and sentence. The Foreign Office forwards
the request to the Home "Office, whereupon the Home Secretary,
unless he considers the offence to be a political one, issues an order
to the Qgtf Metropolitan Magistrate at Bow Street, who, in turn,
issues his warrant for the criminal's arrest to the Metropolitan Police.
This process may be curtailed, as the Extradition Acts provide for a
warrant being issued on sworn information prior to the order for
proceedings by the Home Secretary; but the order must be made later,
if proceedings are continued. All cases have to be investigated before
the Chief Magistrate or another of the Metropolitan Magistrates
sitting at Bow Street. In the event of the magistrate deciding that the
offender should be committed to prison to await his surrender,
fifteen days must elapse, during which the offender may apply to the
High Court for his release by means of a writ of habeas corpus. The
surrender will not be ordered unless the offence alleged is one which
substantially coincides with an indictable offence under English
criminal law. It may also be refused on the following grounds:
 (1)	Insufficient evidence of identity.
 (2)	That the offence is not within the treaty.

